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Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me 

in honoring the life and achievements of Mr. 
Chuck Collier. I offer my condolences to his 
wife, Joni; daughter, Melanie; son, Jason; and 
sister, Carolyn Taubenheim. 
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IN HONOR OF U.S. MARINE LANCE 
CORPORAL JASON NICHOLAS 
BARFIELD 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a fallen American hero. U.S. Marine 
Lance Corporal (LCpl.) Jason Nicholas 
Barfield was killed on October 24, 2011, while 
conducting combat operations in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Reports indicate 
that LCpl. Barfield died as the result of trau-
matic injuries received when his patrol was 
struck by an Improvised Explosive Devise in 
Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was only 
22 years old. 

LCpl. Barfield, from Ashford, Alabama, was 
assigned to the 3d Combat Engineer Battalion, 
3d Marine Division, Twenty Nine Palms, Cali-
fornia. He is survived by his parents, Ray-
mond and Kelli Barfield, and seven siblings. 

LCpl. Barfield delivered the ultimate sacrifice 
for our Nation. Undoubtedly, his loss will be 
most felt by his loved ones and friends. 
Today, and each day following, my family and 
I extend our most heartfelt condolences to 
those close to him. 

I recently had an opportunity to speak to 
LCpl. Barfield’s father, Raymond. It was a 
moving conversation that I will forever remem-
ber. Mr. Barfield was gracious in spite of his 
grief, immensely proud despite his pain. Dur-
ing our conversation, I learned that, LCpl. 
Barfield recently proposed to his girlfriend, 
Joyanna Champlin. So, today, I stand here not 
only to pay tribute to Jason’s sacrifice, but 
also to recognize the memorable people who 
held prominent positions in this patriot’s life. 
The family and friends of our heroes are in-
deed heroes themselves. 

We are blessed that our nation is pro-
tected—day after day, year after year—by 
courageous American service men and 
women. Those in uniform standing on the front 
lines risk everything in order to defend and 
serve. Their commitment to our country is 
demonstrated through their selfless sacrifices 
and unwavering courage. We owe them, and 
their families, our most eternal gratitude. 

We will forever honor LCpl. Barfield for his 
selfless actions. His legacy will be memorial-
ized in American history so every generation 
will know of his selfless acts. 

America remains a free nation because of 
the men and women in our Armed Forces who 
serve and protect us each and every day—just 
as LCpl. Jason Nicholas Barfield so bravely 
did. Our thoughts and prayers will continue to 
go out to his parents and loved ones during 
this difficult time. 

A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL J. BURKE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Michael J. Burke, a former law 
enforcement officer, instructor and director of 
training in the State of Iowa, and express my 
appreciation for his dedication and commit-
ment to the great people of Iowa. 

For the past 22 years, Mike has contributed 
his time to the safety of the citizens and first 
responders in the state of Iowa since begin-
ning his career as a detective with the Web-
ster County Sheriff’s Department in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. Mike’s law enforcement career 
had many highlights, most notably being rec-
ognized for outstanding service and meri-
torious acts by the United States Attorney’s 
Office for his efforts behind the investigation 
and prosecution of a methamphetamine traf-
ficking organization. 

Upon leaving law enforcement, Mike initi-
ated and coordinated the criminal justice pro-
gram at Iowa Central Community College. 
During his time with ICCC, Mike grew the pro-
gram to new levels by initiating ‘‘hands-on 
training’’ for future criminal justice profes-
sionals. As coordinator and instructor of the 
program, Mike was recognized on two sepa-
rate occasions for being a ‘‘Master Presenter’’ 
by the National Institute for Staff & Organiza-
tional Development. 

In 2003, I had the privilege of being involved 
in the creation of Homeland Security Training 
Center at Iowa Central Community College of 
which Mike was appointed Director. Until his 
retirement from the training center in August of 
2011, over 35,000 responders in Iowa re-
ceived critical homeland security training 
through this program including thousands of 
law enforcement officers training to keep 
Iowa’s streets safer. 

Mike has truly made a significant impact on 
the quality of life for citizens in the State of 
Iowa with the qualified training he ensured 
Iowa’s responders would receive. His leader-
ship and dedication will be missed, but the 
blueprint he leaves behind will be a model for 
the program’s continued success far into the 
future. 

I consider it an honor to represent Mike and 
all of ICCC in the United States Congress. I 
wish Mike, his wife Cindy and their two chil-
dren, Megan and Robby, the best of luck as 
they enter this new chapter of their lives to-
gether. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mike for his stellar career. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ELAINE 
SCHUSTER 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Elaine Schuster, as she is honored 
with the Believe in Girls Award from the Big 
Sister Association of Greater Boston on No-
vember 12, 2011. 

Elaine was—and is—never afraid to speak 
her mind, and that trait has proven invaluable 

to the various causes and constituencies for 
which she has fought. Through her important 
work with Big Sisters—one of the oldest and 
most established youth mentoring programs in 
the country—Elaine has advised, coached, 
and helped numerous girls and young women 
make healthy choices in their lives. 

Elaine has been a role model to many, ex-
hibiting these qualities on a daily basis 
through her good deeds, passion for helping 
others, and generous nature. Never one for 
holding back, she has dedicated herself to 
helping young girls, including her grand-
children, believe there is nothing they cannot 
do, become or achieve. To reflect on her work 
for our community is to reflect on a life of self-
lessness, devotion, drive and, above all, care 
for her fellow neighbor. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
congratulating Elaine Schuster as she is hon-
ored for her generosity, drive and initiative, 
and I urge others to learn from her leadership 
and guidance. 
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NATIONAL UNDERSERVED 
VETERANS AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, in Congress we 
have an obligation to care for our veterans in 
return for their financial challenges face them 
long after their conclusion of active service 
and while we have service and dedication to 
our Nation. For many veterans lifelong phys-
ical, psychological and made important strides 
towards improving care for veterans, there is 
still much to do. The most recent study from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs estimated 
that in 2009, approximately 76,000 veterans 
were homeless on any one particular day and 
136,000 veterans were homeless at some 
point during the year. 

The stark reality is that veterans are more 
likely than their civilian counterparts to suffer 
from homelessness. In fact male veterans are 
1.4 times as likely to be homeless than non-
veterans and female veterans are two to four 
times as likely to be homeless. Col. Darryl C. 
Hunter, M.D., founder and director of the Sac-
ramento Community Veterans Alliance has 
stated that ‘‘by conservative estimates, up to 
30 percent of the homeless population is com-
prised of those who have worn the uniform of 
our Nation’s military.’’ In addition to homeless-
ness, research has found that troops returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan are at an increased 
risk of developing mental health problems, 
with over 15 percent already diagnosed with 
depression, anxiety, or PTSD. Many of these 
veterans are not aware of the available De-
partment of Veterans Affairs health programs 
and services that can be a critical component 
of reintegration into the community. 

It is important that we work together to re-
duce the incidence of homelessness among 
veterans and repay, in what small measure we 
can, their service to this great country. 

As part of this effort, I along with Represent-
ative DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California are 
proud to cosponsor the resolution supporting 
the designation of the week of November 6– 
12 as National Underserved Veterans Aware-
ness Week. The week will have a particular 
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